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Emilian M. Dobrescu

The first academic who spoke of the need for an encyclopedia of Romania,
was the economist Petre S. Aurelian, who, on JuJy 13125,1879, stated: "A1l peoples
possess such a national encyclopedia in which anyone, either earthly or foreign, at
any occasion precise information on the state of affairs from a country". This is the
most practical way to open everyone's eyes to a country and to facilitate progress
in any branch, and thus considers that the Academy should also initiate such a
work. This idea was implemented by acad. Dimitrie Gusti, between 7938 and 1943,
in which he coordinated the "Encyclopedia of Romania" in 4 volumes, from which
the third volume deals with the "National Economy. Frames and Production" and
follows a description of economic geography, population, economic legislation and
production, recalled by the industries that compose it, and vol. IV is titled
'National Economy, Circulation, Distribution and Consumption" Approaches are

transportation and communications, internal and extemal trade, units and securities,
credit, public finances, consumption.

Nowadays, on June 21, 2010, Acad. Tudorel Postolache started the "New
Encyclopedia of Romania", which in the scientific session of December 12, 2013
had the following composition: 1. Introduction (Acad. Tudorel Postolache);
2. The Encyclopedia and the Coexistence of Civilizations (Professor Ilie Bddescu);
3. Denis Diderot: encyclopaedia in Encyclopidie (Prof. Petre Roman, PhD.);
4. A Brief History of Encyclopaedias, with Emphasis on the 15th Edition of Britannica
(Dr. Valentina Robu); 5. The Romanian Encyclopaedic Approach in the 19th and
20th Centuries (Prof. Dr. Victor Axenciuc, honorary member); 6. Incursions in the
Agrarian History of Romania (Prof. Damian Hurezeanu); 7. Regional Dimensions
of the Demographic Crisis in Romania. A Prospective View 2011 1050 (Prof. Vasile
Ghe{iu PhD); 8. Mountain and Water (Prof. Ioan Jelev); 9. About Eco-economy and
Green Economy in Romania (Prof. Alexandru Bogdan, PhD, corresponding member).

Every year, starting in 1898 and continuing in 1898, 1899 and 1900, economist
and agronomist Petre S. Aurelian was elected president of the Scientific Section
Bureau.

On March 10123,1900, Vice President of the Romanian Academy, V. A. Urechi4
presented the communication "Finance under Caragea and the various movements
of the Greeks at that time".

On April 5118,1902, Constantin I. Istrati, PhD, physician, chemist, member of
the Romanian Academy (April 7119, 1899) and president of the Academy, during
1913-1916, delivered the reception speech at the Romanian Academy, entitled "Scientific
activity of Ion Ghica", the first reception speech dedicated to a great Romanian
economist, which he calls "a pioneer of the most important cultural, political and
national revival ... economist, his writings are of exceptional importance ... Ion
Ghica was not only an enthusiastic admirer of the sciences, but in all his writings
he proves deep knowledge, touching subjects that at that time were barely known.
More than that. He possessed the scientific method. The process from simple to
compound, from positive facts to new hlpotheses, from analysis to synthesis, in all
of his writings, in all his studies, either science, economics, history or politics ...
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Emilian M. Dobrescu

who will become member on March I,1974, and the statistician Mircea Dragog Biji.
On April 8,1966, when the new leadership of the R.S.R Academy was elected, at
the Department of Economic Sciences and Sociological Research, Acad. Vasile
Malinschi was elected president.

On March 1,1974, the economist Manea Mdnescu was elected a member, and
the economists Nicolae N. Constantinescu, Tudorel Postolache and Emilian Dobrescu -
corresponding members of the Economic Sciences and Sociology Department. On
this occasion, the new leadership of the R.S.R. Academy was also elected, the
leadership of the Economic Sciences and Sociology Section being entrusted to
Acad. Manea Manescu.

The year 1975 was rich in events organized by the Department of Economic
Sciences and Sociology as follows: on April 4, the scientific debate on "Fundamental
Coordination of Economic Growth and National Income in Romania until 1990" took
place; May 28 public debate, "On the current stage of development of monopolistic
capitalism"; on June 25 on the occasion of the 200th anniversary of the publication
of the book "The Nation's Wealth", a public hearing was held, at which acad. Vasile
Malinschi spoke about "Adam Smith in Romania", Nicolae N. Constantinescu,
C.M. Adam Smith and Economic Growth Issues, and Barbu Zaharescrt, Ms. C., on
"Karl Marx and Adam Smith".

On September 21, 1978, sociologist Henri Stahl, C.M. from March l, 1974,
within the Economic Sciences and Sociology Section, presented the Communication
entitled "Technical and Scientific Revolution and Its Social Implications - Sociology
and Social Engineering". On June 15,1979, Roman Moldovan, C.M. presented the
communication "Some Issues which appear for the central authority of state regarding
the administration of sciences". Then, on February 29,1980, the symposium "Tradition
and Actuality in Romanian Sociology" took place, dedicated to the 100th anniversary
of Dimitrie Gusti's birth.

The year 1981 was a new year in which the economists came to the fore during
the activities carried out in the RSR Academy, through communications presented
at the section of which they were part: 1. On February 6 - Barbu Zaharescu, C.M.,
delivered the communication "The crisis of the system current money''; 2. March 19 -
Nicolae N. Constantinescu delivered the communication "The Collective Productive
Worker in the Light of the First Industrial Revolution and of the Contemporary
Scientific and Technical world"; 3. May 29 - Acad. Vasile Malinschi presented the
communication "Grigore Antipa - Economist".

The following year, in 1982, the economists presented the following
communications: 1. May 28 - Roman Moldovan, C.M. - "Stages and Trends in the
Future Study"; 2. September 24 - at the meeting with the topic "Moments in the
History of Romanian Economic Thought", important personalities such as: Nicolae
Balcescu (130 years from death), Ion Ionescu from Brad (90 years from death),
G. Baritiu (170 years since birth), Leonida Colescu (110 years since birth), Virgil
Madgearu (90 years since his birth) and Gheorghe Zane (85 years since birth).
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3. Period 1990--2018

On January 22, 1990, five economists and sociologists were titularized as

members after a long period of correspondence with the Romanian Academy: the
economists Nicolae N. Constantinescu, Emilian Dobrescu and Tudorel Postolache,
corresponding members from l't March 1974; the economist and sociologist Roman
Moldovan (1911-1996), corresponding member from March 21, 1963, and the
sociologist, jurist and historian Henri H. Stahl (1901-1991), corresponding member
since March 1,1974.

In the General Assembly of February 2,1990, Acad. Nicolae N. Constantinescu
was elected Secretary General. On February 3,1990, the National Institute of Economic
Research (INCE) was established, in which operates: the Institute of National Economy
(IEN); hstitute of World Economy (IEM); Institute for Interracial Relations Research
and Industrial Structures Research (ICRISD, now called the Center for Industry and
Services Economy (CEIS); The Institute for Financial and Monetary Research (ICFM),
now called the "Victor SlSvescu" Financial and Monetary Research Center (CCFM);
Institute of Agricultural Economics (IEA), Institute of Economic Forecasting (PE),
Life Quality Research Institute (ICCp, Electronic Computer Office (OCE);Economic
Information and Documentation Center (CIDE); "Vladimir Trebici" Demographic
Research Center; Center for Comparative and Consensual Economics; Research
Center for the Efficient Renewable Energy Efficiency.

On June 3, 1990, American economist and mathematician Nicholas Georgescu-
Roegen was elected as honorary member of the Romanian Academy. On November 13,

1990, economist Virgil Madgearu was elected a post-mortem honorary member of
the Romanian Academy, and on December 14th the same year, was marked the
50th anniversary ofhis tragic disappearance.

On December 20,1990, in the Aula of the Romanian Academy, the festivity
for granting the title of honorary member of the Romanian Academy to Romanian
economist Anghel Rugind and with that occasion he presented the communication "The
intellectual crisis of our time and the moral responsibility of scientist Victor SlSvescu".
Then, on May 9, 1991, Professor Anghel Rugin6 presented the communication entitled
"There is still something to be said about the market economy" in the House of
Scientists, in which it focused on the three types of market economy: a) the one in
which economic freedom is without limits; b) the one in which freedom is indirectly
handled by the government and c) the type of economy expressed in the Scandinavian
model. Anghel Rugind returned to the country and presented on April 26,1994,the
communication "Destiny of Humankind: Where Does the Contemporary World Go?"

On January 24, 1991, Acad. Alexandru Bdrlddeanu was celebrated on the
occasion of his 80th anniversary, when the academics Mihai Drdgdnescu, Nicolae N.
Constantinescu and Vasile Malinschi spoke. At the General Assembly of the members
of the Romanian Academy of December 18, 1991 were elected corresponding members
at the Department of Economics, Law and Sociology, economist Costin Kiritescu,
and on 10 November 1992 became corresponding member also the sociologist
CItIlin Zamft.
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corresponding members Iulian Vlclrel and Constantin Barbulescu, and on July 11,

1994, on the occasion of the "World Day of Population', a roundtable was organized at
the House of Scientists which was organized by the Department of Economic,Legal
and Sociological Sciences, The Demogaphy Commission of the Romanian Academy
and the Romanian Agency for Ecological Management and Sustainable Development.

The year 1995 started with several events of economic origin: a) on February 7,

1995 was elected honorary member of the Romanian Academy, the Spanish economist
Jaime Gil Aluja, who lectured on27 September 1995, upon receipt of the honorary
member medal, on the theme "About a new paradigm of the theory of decision";
b) on February 9, the Romanian Academy's Prospective Studies Commission and
the World Economics Institute was organized the "Romania's Chances and Long-
Term Prospects in the World Economy" Symposium, integrated with the project
"Romania 2020"; c) On February 24, was held with the occasion on 120 years from
the birth of economist Gheorghe Tagc[ (1875-1951), a former member of the Romanian
Academy, a communication session which was organized by the Economic, Legal
and Sociological Sciences Section and the Economic History Commission and the
history of economic thinking. On June 28, 1995 under the auspices of the Economic
and Legal Sciences and Sociology Section and of the Economic History and Economic
Thought Commission, the scientific session dedicated to Dionisie Pop Martian
(1829-1865) was held in the Aula of the Romanian Academy, on the occasion of
his 130 years commemoration.

On October 26, 1995, Acad. Iulian Vdcdrel presented his reception speech
"Financial Economists - Promoters and Defenders of National Interest" in the Aula of
Romanian Academy. At first, he expressed his emotion to be among the fu1l members of
the Romanian Academy, among whom were "not few prestigious financial economists,
such as Virgil Madgearu, Victor Sl5vescu, Ion Raducanu, Gheorghe Taqc6, Vinti6
Bratianu, whose works date back to the first half of our century. These economists,
plus many others without the blazon of academics, had a common denominator:
they all understood that in the economic and financial activity any action taken
must take into account the national interest. (...) I use this occasion to pay respect
to all the economists of yesterday and today who, in their everyday work, have
made a belief in promoting national interest. I incline myself with piousness and
deference to the memory of those financial economists who, through their writings
and their deeds, have made a well-deserved place in the immortal gallery and have
added a glimpse of the Romanian Academy." He then referred to "a few problems in
which a number of financial economists have demonstrated clairvoyance, abnegation,
and accountability to the nation". I am thinking of: rebuilding and then developing
the economy wiped out by the First World War; monetary, fiscal and fiscal reform
after the creation of the Great Romania; overcoming the international financial crisis of
the 1920s and the global economic crisis of '29-'33; the recovery of the national
currency and the recovery of public finances; protecting the national economy
against the protectionist policies promoted by industrialized countries in the 1930s,
the central idea being that "relations between states are constituted only on the
basis of interests and above all on the economic interests of the big and powerful
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